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Once the Government accepts the above demands of the
people, it would become the people's dharma to pay the revenue
arrears at once. I take it that the people have always kept them-
selves in readiness to pay them. At some time or other, these
will have to be paid. A newspaper report has reproduced a tele-
gram sent by a gentleman from Bombay who has offered to pay
the additional levy of land revenue against the injustice of which
the satyagraha movement was started. If he has decided to pre-
sent that sum to the Government, no one can stop him. If the
Government feels satisfied by such a gift, we have no grudge against
it. Whether that gentleman of Bardoli Taluk, settled in Bombay,
has done harm to himself or to the people by offering that money
cannot be judged today. If the Government is satisfied with the
paying up of what should be regarded as an insignificant increase
in assessment and, if it is possible to arrive at a settlement, it is
the dharma of the satyagrahis to do so.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 29-7-1928

118.   MY NOTES
WE OURSELVES SHOULD Do IT
A young gentleman writes from Cambay:1
I regard feasts given at marriages and similar occasions as
pardonable, but would consider feasts given at the ceremony per-
formed at the time of simant2 as shameful, and also would consider
it sinful to give a feast after anyone's death, whether it is for the
12th or the 13th day, whether it is for the old or the young.
All feasts seem to me meaningless and uncivilized. I cannot under-
stand why we allow the daily needs of the body to become means
of enjoyment. My weakness may tolerate such things, but if we do
not become slaves to tradition, we would not attend feasts given
after death or at the simant ceremony. Our own conduct may be
something commendable, but we should not feel hurt if parents,
wives or grown-up children do not follow it. We cannot force our
1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had asked whether
Gandhiji could do something in order to influence the wives and elders -of
those young men who, as a result of reading Navajivan, had given up attending
feasts given  on  occasions  such  as death, simant, etc. He had also wished to
know whether it was proper for Jain sadhus not to condemn such feasts.
2 Religious ceremony held during first pregnancy